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Exercise 1 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 

The chart below gives information about the number of social networking sites people used in 

Canada in 2014 and 2015. 

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make 

comparisons where relevant. 

Write at least 150 words. 
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Task 1 Bar chart 

Practice 
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Exercise 2 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 

The chart below shows the total number of minutes (in billions) of telephone calls in the UK, 

divided into three categories, from 1995-2002. 

Write at least 150 words 
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Sample writing 

Exercise 1 

The bar chart shows the number of social networking sites visited by internet users in Canada in 

2014 and in 2015. In general, there was a growing tendency to use more than one site. 

Although just over one fifth of internet users did not use any social networking sites in either of 

the years, the proportion in this category decreased from 22 percent in 2014 to 21 percent in 

2015. In both years the highest proportion of users in any group fell into the ‘One site’ category. 

However, this group declined sharply from 36 percent in 2014 to 28 percent in 2015. 

Key 
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In contrast, the numbers who reported using two sites, three sites, four sites and five sites all 

grew over the period analysed. In both years the proportion of internet users fell as the number 

of social networking sites increased, with only 2 percent using five sites in 2014 compared to 4 

percent in 2015. 

Exercise 2 

The bar chart compares the amount of time spent by people in the UK on three different types 

of phone call between 1995 and 2002. 

It is clear that calls made via local, fixed lines were the most popular type, in terms of overall 

usage, throughout the period shown. The lowest figures on the chart are for mobile calls, but this 

category also saw the most dramatic increase in user minutes. 

In 1995, people in the UK used fixed lines for a total of just over 70 billion minutes for local calls, 

and about half of that amount of time for national or international calls. By contrast, mobile 

phones were only used for around 4 billion minutes. Over the following four years, the figures 

for all three types of phone call increased steadily. 

By 1999, the amount of time spent on local calls using landlines had reached a peak at 90 billion 

minutes. Subsequently, the figure for this category fell, but the rise in the other two types of 

phone call continued. In 2002, the number of minutes of national / international landline calls 

passed 60 billion, while the figure for mobiles rose to around 45 billion minutes. 

 


